CHAPTER XXIV
SALONIKA
THE second attempt to find a way round was
through Salonika. For three years it dragged
out its weary length; all through 1916 while the
struggle was going on at Verdun and the
Somme; through 1917 while British troops
were pouring out blood at Passchendaele in the
heroic effort to save the French; through 1918
to the very end. But though it lasted all that
time and was mixed up with many other things
it can best be understood if we regard it as an
interlude.
In January 1915 the project was put forward
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Lloyd
George. He had come to the conclusion, as he
afterwards told Robertson, that the soldiers
were lacking in imagination, and he evidently
intended to supply them with some. He
imagined the entire British Expeditionary
Force withdrawn from France, " where it was
doing no good," and transported bag and
baggage to the Balkans. This was at least a
thoroughgoing proposition. Apparently he
could get his colleagues of the Cabinet no
further than imagining what Joffre and the
French would say when the proposal to with-
draw all British troops from France was put to
them. That was enough. The thoroughgoing
proposition was dropped, and that was the end
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